Item 13(b) - Paper L
Motion with Written Notice
Extend current Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC) 262A to include the whole of
Sandown Boating Lake and its margins.

Date 22 September 2025
Proposed by Clir lan Boyd

1. PROPOSAL

1.1. That Sandown Town Council nominates to the Island Nature Forum a proposal that the
existing boundaries of SINC 262A are extended to include the whole of Sandown Boating
Lake and its margins.

1.2. The existing SINC designation and its proposed extension are shown on the attached plan.

2. LEGISLATION

2.1. Under Section 102 of the Environment Act 2021, public authorities are obligated to conserve
and enhance biodiversity?!

2.2. Thisincludes a duty to create local nature recovery strategies (LNRS). The Responsible bodies
for this are appointed by the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA).

2.3. Onthe Isle of Wight the Isle of Wight have been appointed?.

2.4. The Environment (Local Nature Recovery Strategies) (Procedure) Regulations 2023 (Reg 4).3
states “A responsible authority must take reasonable steps to involve all supporting
authorities for its local nature recovery strategy in the preparation of the local nature
recovery strategy”.

2.5.  Assuch Sandown Town Council can make a representation to the Isle of Wight Council on
the matter.

3. BACKGROUND

3.1. Some of the most important wildlife sites in the county are protected as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs). But there are many other important wildlife sites which also
contribute to the ecological network on the Isle of Wight.

! Environment Act 2021
2 map-of-local-nature-recovery-strategy-areas-and-responsible-authorities.pdf
3 The Environment (Local Nature Recovery Strategies) (Procedure) Regulations 2023



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/section/102/enacted
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68beeadede0987fe84e0dd5b/map-of-local-nature-recovery-strategy-areas-and-responsible-authorities.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/341/regulation/4/made
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To safeguard these sites, they are designated as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation
(SINCs). SINCs are also known nationally as Local Wildlife Sites. They represent a legacy of
good ecological condition but rely upon continued stewardship by landowners.

Designating a SINC raises awareness of its importance for wildlife particularly with regard to
planning and land management decision making.

SINCs form part of a wider national network of locally valued wildlife sites. They are
generally administered by local authorities in partnership with conservation organisations.
The Isle of Wight Local Record Centre (LRC) manages the Island’s SINC system on behalf of
the local planning authority and follows national guidance on identification, selection and
management of local sites. This national guidance is locally refined and focussed through the
work of the Island Nature Forum, which is the stakeholder committee advising the Isle of
Wight Council on the development and delivery of the recently published IW Local Nature
Recovery Strategy (LNRS).

The LNRS has set out, as one of its core objectives, ambitions to extend and expand the
Island’s SINC network in line with the habitat and species priorities identified on the Local
Habitat Map.

Potential SINCs are assessed by the LRC and the Island Nature Forum, Existing SINCs are also
re-surveyed and re-assessed on a regular basis.

Data on the wildlife interest of each SINC is maintained by the LRC and can be requested
using the biodiversity information request form.

SINC 262A, Sandown Levels, cover approximately 18 ha of reedbed, floodplain wetland and
winter-wet scrub and supports a variety of summer and winter priority species. The schedule
for the SINC, and the list of recorded species, is appended.

The SINC boundary is coterminous with the north-west end of Sandown Boating lake. The
perimeter reedbeds that surround the lake, and occupy some of its shallow internal margin,
form a continuous habitat with the SINC and many of the same key species are recorded, for
example Sedge Warbler and Cettis Warbler.

Proposed extension (in red) to
existing SINC 262A (orange hatch)



https://www.iwlrc.co.uk/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402151656/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/protected/localsites.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402151656/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/protected/localsites.pdf
https://www.islandnature.org/
https://www.islandnature.org/
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no immediate Financial Implications to the proposal.

EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY, CRIME AND DISORDER

There are no specific implications. Council will still be required to adhere to its duties under
this legislation.

BIODIVERSITY

The Town Council has a duty to consider biodiversity.

The recent impressive work of local volunteers, seeking to save stranded carp during the
most recent period of summer drought and low water at the lake, revealed a significant
population of European Eels (at least 15).

All of these were mature specimens, and the assumption is that they represent a last cohort
of juveniles that entered the lake when it was still filled through the tidal valve, but which
were then trapped after the sluice mechanism was abandoned and the lake became rain-fed
only.

This species is an international conservation priority, and although the circumstances of this
population’s establishment as unusual, it remains of ecological significance.

The lake supports the Island’s highest numbers of wintering Pochard and Shoveler, breeding
Little Grebe, and at low water passage migrant waders such as Black-tailed Godwit, Green
and Common Sandpiper, Ruff and Dunlin.

The lake is known to support a highly unusual crustacean fauna, a mix of relic brackish
lagoon and freshwater species. Further survey and research work is planned with the help of
Portsmouth University.

For all these reasons, the lake is a clear and valid candidate for SINC designation.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT Sandown Town Council proposes, to the Island Forum, that the existing boundaries of
SINC 262A are extended to include the whole of Sandown Boating Lake and its margins.

APPENDIX

Appendix 1 — Sandown Levels entry in the Isle of Wights Register of Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation
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